
     

Zackary Seabury 
Health Agent/Director 

 
 

Septic dye testing is a routine procedure used in a Septic Tank and Septic System Inspection.  Dye 

testing is used to determine the health of residential waste systems.  This procedure is done by putting 

fluorescent dye into the septic system which is aimed to determine if the system is able to regulate the 

volume of waste currently running through it.    

 

   

Septic dye testing has both benefits and limitations.  First, it is important to understand that a septic 

dye test can expose only very obvious leaks and inadequacies in the system only 

through visual observation for a very limited time period.  That is, that the dye can only be seen on the 

ground above problem locations.  This can be a helpful in determining if something is significantly wrong 

with a septic system.   The dye, if it ever emerges, can take 2 hours to 3 days to make it to the 

surface.  The very nature of this procedure leaves room for human error (in not seeing all dyed locations 

in an inspection).  Additionally, the dye may not make it to the surface during the time that the 

inspector is on the property. 

  

Several limitations may cause septic dye tests to be inadequate: 

• the seller bleaching the tank prior to testing to cover up damages 

• cesspools located on the property may result in false absorption points 

• overgrown weeds or grass around/on top of septic tank area prohibiting accurate visibility of the 

absorption location 

• less than a 3 hour absorption period before an inspector’s final observation (helpful and 

complete observations can be made anywhere from 3 hours to 3 days after the dye is 

introduced to the system) 
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